The crystal structure is shown in the figure. Tables 1 and 2 contain details on crystal structure and measurement conditions and a list of the atoms including atomic coordinates and displacement parameters.
with absolute ethanol and a mixture of n-hexane and absolute ethanol in the ratio 4:1, respectively. The crude product was purified by recrystallization with ethanol and the title compound was obtained (260.07 mg, 67% 
Experimental details
Hydrogen atoms were placed in their geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms.
Discussion
It is well known that Salen-like compounds have been widely investigated in modern coordination chemistry and organometallic chemistry [4] [5] [6] . They are able to form different types of metal complexes with interesting properties [7] [8] [9] . These compounds can be applied to luminescent [10] and magnetic [11] materials, catalytic activities [12] and supramolecular building units [13] . The title compound is only built up by the C 20 H 24 N 2 O 6 molecules, in which all bond lengths are within the normal ranges (cf. the figure). The molecule adopts an E configuration with respect to each azomethine C=N bond. The imino group is coplanar with the aromatic ring. Within the molecule, the planar units aren't parallel, and extend in opposite directions from the dimethylene bridge. In the crystal structure, there are intramolecular hydrogen bond interactions (O2-H2· · · N1, O5-H5· · · N2) and weak non-classical intermolecular hydrogen bond interactions [15, 16] .
